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MY POOR
CARLIN'S.

EVERY MIGHT

I HOPE FOR A
CHAMGE: SOME SORT
q OF PROGEESS, BUT
I''M ABOUT RUNMNIN'

W THERE YOU GO,
' DARLIN'. AT LEAST
‘r'OLé;Ln.._ STILL TAKE . :
e NOURISHMEMT.
—
| gy THE DOCTOR
Tt WILL BE HERE
L SOON, AND
P'RHAPS HE CAN
FINALLY FIGURE
SUT WHAT'S
AILINT Yo, p—
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MR, CAMPBELL
HAD TOLD ME HE'R
SENT FOR THE FAMILY
Pr CIAM,; BUT THAT
WAS WEEKS AND
WEEKS AGOS

SHE JUST WON'T
LEAYWE IT BEHINMC.




SO, WHAT Y
caN yvou TeLL T A
US ABOUT THE

PATIENTSE i

HOW LOMGE
HANE THEY
BEEMN UNDER
YOUR CARET

OMNLY FOR SIX
WEEKS OR SO,
SINCE I REPLACED
THE LAST NURSE...
PoCTOR, MAY T BE

OF ASSISTANCEF

HIS METHORS
MAAY LOCHE A

LITTLE UMUSUAL,

BUT THERE'S

NOBODY BETTER:

BELIEVE ME.

WHERE IS |
THE MASTER H
OF THE HOUSEFP
I HANE SOME

QUESTIOMS i
v FOR HIM. 41




ALAN
CAMPBELL,
AT YOUR
SERVICE.

MOT MET:
DPOCTOR...

I ALWAYS MAKE
TIME TO HELP THOSE
IM MEED: SIR. HMOW, IF
YOoU COULD FILL ME IM

OMN YOUR PATIENTS'
BACKGROUMNE.

MATURALLY...

PR. SMITH. THESE
POCOR SOULS ARE
MY GHEAT=-ALNT AMD
UMCLE, GIBS0M AND
RUTH CAMPBELL.

THEM FELL ILL THREE
MOMTHS AGO, FIRST
LUMCLE 1B, THEN MY
. DEAR ALIMT.

BUTI
THOUUESHT
YOU WERE
THE FAMILY
PHYSICIAMS

I NEVER SAID
I WAS, MISS
MACKEMZIES

NG HE WAS
UMABLE TO
ATTEMND, S0
HE SENT ME IN §
HIS PLACE. -

I HOPE THAT'S MNOT A
PROBLEM: MR. CAMPBELL.

NOT AT ALL. ANYOME
RECOMMENDED BY DH.
LEWIS CERTAIMLY HAS

SAINED MY TRUST.

I STILL DIDN'T
CATCH YOUR

MAME: SIR.

CR. LEWIS
SEMNDPS HIS
APOLOGIES THAT
HE WAS UMABLE
TO MAKE THE
JOURMEY FROM
ERINBURSH.

OF COURSE
HE DOES. HOW
FORTUMATE YoUu

WERE FREE.

IT WAS SLOW AT FIRST:
A WORSEMING FATISUE

UMTIL EVEMTUALLY THEY
WERE AS ¥ SEE THEM
HERE: BARELY MOWIMNG.
ALMOST FROZEM

ALIMNE.

I SEE: YES:
YES: QUITE A
PUZZLEMENT.

ME IF I INTRUDE
TOO MUCH INTO
THE FPERSOMAL,
ME. CAMPBELL.,
BUT THIS ESTATE:
THE CASTLE. THE
GROUNDS... IS

IT THEIRS?
THIS IS THE
CAMPBELL
AMCESTRAL
HOME: SIRS

YES: YES.
IT IS, NO
PoOUBT.

BUT AS IT
STAMNDS TODAY:
IS IT YOURS...

oOR THEIRSE




THE ESTATE Y
IS THEIRS,

DOCTOR. ‘m’-
SHOULD THEY
CEFPART THIS
MORTAL COIL, THE
RESPOMSIBILITY—
THE AONCE—COF
MAINTAIMING THE

CAMPBELL LANDS
WiLL FALL TO ME.

BUT
THAT'S NOT
SOMETHING

SO0 HEAVENS,
MO, SIR. PLEASE
FORGIVE ME IF
I OFFEMD.

BUT sHOULD
SOMETHING HAPPEM
TS YOUR DEAR AUMNT
AMD LUMCLE, YOU
WOoULD BE THE LORDP
OF THE MANORS

THE AFASTER
OF THE HOUSE:
AS IT WERE.
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I'M CONVINCED
OF IT. AND WHATEVER
CREW THE TARDIS HE
I'M JUST AS CONVI
WE'LL FING TR
THE SAME ENERG

o

l ﬁ | | " THERE SHOULD BE
- - = —

‘ | EMNOUGSH SEMETIC
HOW ARE ‘ | | MATERIAL ON THIS
YOLU GOING TO L T "E'ET LJE'SI:ESJ‘J-E
O THAT FROM ANSWERS.
OOWN HERE, Pat leuiiall-10 2.4 ————
WITH THEM UP

YOU KMNICKED THAT
FROM THE BEDROOM
WITHOUT AMYOME
NOTICING F

wWICKED!

YO HAVE
TO TAKE YOUR
ADVAMNTAGES
WHEM THEY RAKE
THEMSELVES
APPAREMNT: ACE. AFTER ALL,
YO NEVE
KMNOW WH ]
WATCHIMG...




' WHEN IT GLOWS RED,
TAKE THIS \ ITS PICKING UP THE
AMD GO O EMNERGY WE DETECTED,

STROLL ARCUND AMD THAT SAME EMERGY
THE CASTLE. KEEP IS STORING UP IN
YOUR EYE ON UMNCLE AND AUNTIE'S
THE PRISM AT CELLS UPSTAIRS. ‘
THE TOR. ;
JUST TAKE
A QUICK WALK
AROUND, TRY
BE INCONSPICUC
AND DON'T T
AMY UNNECESSARY

CHAMCEST
I'M A SOOR GIRL,

FPROFESSORS
(NOW, YOU
1&}‘5‘ YOU'RE

oLe..




I:J'GﬂT-'..‘-'E
COCTOR
ShITH/S

WHY, HELLO!
I WAS JUST
COMING BACK

UPSTAIRS.

HoW coulLD |"{ I'td NOT HERE

YOouU INSULT \ TO SALVE PEOPLE'S
MRE. CAMPBELL | | TEMDER FEELINGS,
LIKE THAT, WiITH A MISS MACKENZIE.

I AM HERE
TS HELP: JUST

HIS OMLY
REMA | MM
FAMILY BARELY
ALINE, AND YOU
ACCUSE HIM OF
BEIN' LITTLE MORE
THAM A GRANVE
ROBBER!

e M. MO
THEY'WE NOT

AS YOU ARE.
AMEP YO KMNOW
IT, TOD, PON'T
yous

A... A LITTLE
UMDER TWO

SOMETHING'S MOMNTHS.

MNOT RIGHT
ABOUT THE GOO0
MRE. CAMPBELL,
IS THERET

HOW LONG
HAVE YOU BEEM IN
HIS EMPLOYP

AMND YOU'™E BEEM
TERRIBLY WORRIED,
HANEN'T You&

THERE IS SOMETHIMG
ABOUT MR. CAMPBELL.
CoOCTOR.

CHAMGED A
WHIT 1IN ALL
THE TIME I'VE
BEEM HERE.

THAT'S WHY
f  YOU DIDN'T EVEN
QUESTION WHO T WAS
WHEM I ARRIVED: SO
LONG AS SOMECONE:
AMYOME, MIGHT BE
ABLE TO HELP.

I CAN'T
EXPLAIM IT:
BUT... IT JUST
COESN'T FEEL

AMD HAS
THERE BEEM
AMY CHANGE IM
THEIR COMNDITION
SINCE YOU WERE
HIRED TO CARE
FOR THEMP

I'td THE
COCTOR.
I'M HERE

“"“ﬂkﬂ.lii‘f

TS HELP.




pocToR!
DocToR!

REREY TO INTERRUPT
UR TEMDER MOMEMT

WITH THE NURSE THERE,

DOCTOR: BUT I KNOW
YOULL WANNA
SEE THIS.

DON'T
LET YOUR
IMASIMATION
RLUMN AWAY
WITH Yo,
ACES

CAMN YOU

PLEASE FOCUS

OM THE MATTER
AT HAND?

LET'S SEE
EXACTLY

WHAT YOU
FOUND...




. . S :
I TOLD you! MOT LOCKED AT ALL. %
ISN'T THIS WHAT I TOOK A QUICK PEEK
INSIDE AND THEM RAM S
~ | TS GET YOU.
CERTAIMLY
IT IS. AND YOU

SAY THAT THE
POOR WAS NOT

WHAT HIS PLAY IS.

p BE CAREFUL WHAT

il YOU TOUCH—THIS IS I
ALL LIKELY PART

) b s . = : Er
._ ANDIR TOUCHING
ANYTHING, ACE. o
THIS CAN WE 3‘?2"’ WANT TO ==
e . | . b= LEAVE EWIDENCE OF Eoa
b L RN OUR PRESENCE ] 1
| WORK OF TAHE o —,

b ALASTER. . == = .____-illﬂ.' A *\ .'

SO MANY
SADSETS,
cocToR! N
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b b
A PERSISTENT
OMNE, THIS
CREATURE IS

BACK AWAY 1 | TAKE THIS
FROM THE COOR, HING FOR THIS A HIS,
! T TuATION. YOU TENTACLED




WORK, ACE.
I THINK yYou
SOT HIM.

YOU DO NOT
EXAGGERATE. J

THAT WAS
A GULWORT, A
MOMSTER BORM
AMND BREDR TO DRAIM
THE LIFE FORCE FROM
ITS VICTIMS. THAT
CREATURE WoLULD
CERTAIMLY HANVE
KILLED US.

DON'T WORRY:
MISS MACKEMZIIE,
WEE HAD A
SLIGHT MISHAP
HERE: NOTHING
TS BE TOO
COMCERMED
ABOUT.

COH. OH! THE
CAMPBELLS! THEY
STIRRED FROM

THEIR SLEER!

THEY HAVEN'T
AWAKENED, BUT
SOMETHIN' GAVE

THEM QUITE A

SHOCK!




AHACONFIRMATION!

1 WHAT'S ALL -
3 THIS®

EXACTLY - :

WHAT T WAS . 2=

HoOPING TO -y | -

HEAR FROM :

HURRY TS &0
SOMEWHERES

¥ BUTH AND
SIBSON NEED
OUR HELP!
s

A GREAT

BURDEN HAS
BEEM LIFTED
FROM THEM.

FERHAPS YOU wWoULD
KNOW ME BETTER,
COCTOR: INM A FORM
MORE EAMILIAR
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EACH OTH !
TOO WELL..

STILL: T COULD NOT ' } { I HAVE
'1_5-

£ MAIMTAINING WHAT
Y CHARALD .-« E' T TALKING

B
HAVEN'T HET
HIM... YET!




YES: YES, WE
MET YOUR SULWORT
DoOWM THERE.

THAT TEMTACLED
MOMSTROSITY

WAS SAPPING
THE ENERGY OF THE
CAMPBELLS WHEMN WE
EMCOUNTERED IT. s

TUT, TUT; LET'S NOT .
HANE ANY OF YOUR &
TYFICAL THREATS.

BY THE WAY,
I ALSO FOUND
YOUR DEVICE THAT'S
BEEM KEEPIMG THE

ACE HERE TOOK

MATTERS IN HER
OWHM HAMDS, AND
ELIMIMATED THE

1 ABOMINATION WITH
, A WELL-PLACER

EXPLOSIVE.

YouU... KILLED MY
SULWORTS







WHO ARE THEY,
DOCTORF

THEY ARE CALLED AEROLITHS:
ACE—CREATURES OF LIGHT
AND WIND, FOUND OMLY OM A
PLAMNET MANY, MANY LIGHT
YEARS FROM HERE.

IT MUST
HANVE TAKEM
SREAT EFFORT
OM THE PART OF THE
MASTER TO CAPTURE
AMND INCAPACITATE
THEM IM SUCH

—_— — A MAMMER.
=
= -“::-‘-
— F{
o]
-
=

I'M AFRAIC THAT
IS INDEED THE
CASE, MY DEAR.

IT WAS ENOUGH
OF A SHOCHK THAT
MASTER ALAM WAS
HNOT WHS I THOUSHT
HE WAS. BUT ARE vOU
SAYIN' THAT RUTH AND
SIBSON CAMPBELL
WERE NEVER EVEM
HUBMAMF

THE EMNTIRE
CAMPBELL FAMILY
WAS A FICTION CREATED
BY THE MASTER, OUT
HERE FAR FROM OTHERS
WHERE NOME COULD
INTERFERE.

AMD YOU WERE
MEEDED TO KEERP THEM
ALMNE IM THEIR HUMAM
SHELLS, 50 HE COULD
CONTIMUE TO PRAIM THE
AEROLITHS OF THEIR
WITAL EMERZIES.

‘I HIS ARROGANCE: THE MASTER
WOULD NEVER "LOWER HIMSELFY
TS SERVING AS A MURSEMAID',

'THEY SEEMELR QUITE
AMGERY. WHAT Wikl

'OH, THEY MWVELL CATCH HIM;:
ACE. THEY ARE MORE THAM
AMGRY, AMD THEY HAVE
YWERY LOMG MEMORIES AND
A NEMGEFUL DISPOSITION.

CMCE AGAIM
HE HAS MADE
MEW EMEMIES
FOR HIMSELF.

THE AMGLUISH
THE AEROLITHS

HIM WILL OMNLY

FURTHER WARP
HIS PERVERTER:
MALEWVOLENT

=]

HIS DESCEMT
INTZ THE ABYSS
Wikl OMNLY
INTEMSIFY AS A
RESULT OF THIS.

&

'THEY WILL VISIT UPON HIM TORTURES
AMD PAIM BEYOMND EVEM THE SLIGHTEST
UNDERSTAMDING OF YOU AND T'.

AND WITH IT:
THE MASTER'S
VEMDETTA AGAINST
ME WILL OMNLY
INTENSIFY AS WELL.
AMDP HE WLl NOW
BE A DEADLIER
FOE THAMN EVER.




WE MUST BIDP YoU
FAREWELL: MACKEMZIE.
ITS TIME FOR US TO
BE MOVING ON.

THIS WHOLE
MATTER DOES
MNOT BODE
WELL.-

THE MASTER'S
INSAMNITY, HIS
L MACHINATIONS
- USUALLY MAKE
T FEEL THAT et
THERE'S MUCH AH&"EE&;E =1
HERE YET TO BE B = =
REVEALED. N

BESIDES: SOMETHING
THE MASTER SAID ABOUT
A 'PARTHER' PLAMNING SOME
SORT OF VENGSEANCE UPON ME...

WELL, IT SEEMS TO HAVE
ROUSED SOME SORT OF
MEMORY IN MY HEALD:

LIKE WAKINGS FROM
A DREAM.

IT FEELS
AS IF I'M EVER
FALLING, BUT
MNEVER STRIKE
THE SROUMD.

I MEED
TO SEE IF I
CAM FIGURE OUT
EXACTLY WHAT'S
HAPPEMING.

[ TAKE CARE,
DOCTOR.

\l

SOODBYE,
MISS
MACKEMZIE.




REFLECTIONS OF TIME

Wherein prominent Whaovians past and present muse upon the Doctor's history in comic form.

Incredibly, there was a time when there almost wasn't an ongoing Doctor Who comic strip—
and the future of the Seventh Doctor looked as grim on paper as it did when he and Ace
walked off our TV screen to unknown adventures at the end of “Survival” in |989.

Falling ratings for the show in part led to the BBC's decision to put the show on hiatus until
the 1996 TV movie featuring Paul McGann as a new incarnation of the character. Which
rather left Marvel UK, then publishers of Doctor Who Magazine, wondering—should they
continue to publish the title?

The declining popularity of the show had impacted sales and then comics editor Richard
Starkings—now perhaps best known as the creator of Elephantmen—instituted format
changes to save on production costs. He also dropped the long-running *saga’-like stories
penned by the likes of Steve Parkhouse, perhaps in part just in case the magazine was
cancelled, which would have left fans disappointed; but also to open the strip to a huge range
of talents such as Dan Abnett, John Higgins, and Doug Braithwaite, to see what they could
bring to the Who mythos.

Thankfully, a number of editorial changes to DWM helped ensure the title's continuation,
despite the lack of an ongoing TV show, meaning the Seventh Doctor's continuing comic
adventures were, for a short time before new novels began, the only new professionally-
produced Doctor Who stories available to fans.

Creators included some involved with the original TV series, such as script editor Andrew
Cartmel and “Ghost Light” writer Mare Platt, keen to continue their mission to bring a sense
of mystery back to the character that had been largely stripped away down the years. That
mission included the arrival of companion Ace (actress Sophie Aldred obligingly providing
new cover shoots to mark her debut). Also brought on board were creators such as Paul
Cornell (making his professional comics debut on the title), Mike Collins (then well known
for his work for DC Comics), John Ridgway (Hellblazer), John Higgins (Watchmen), Doug
Braithwaite (Storm Dogs), Arthur Ranson (2000 AD), Richard Piers Rayner (Road to Perdition),
Woarwick Gray (whose ongoing contributions to the Doctor's comic strip life has made him
one of the most respected teller of Time Lord tales) and Lee Sullivan, whe alse designed the
look of Virgin's Mew Adventures companion Bernice Summerfield, created by Cornell, a
character who also joined the comic strip.

Despite a shaky start in the face of the TV show's cancellation, in the end the Seventh
Doctor enjoyed a longer run in comics than any TV Doctor thanks to an amazing range of
creative talent—and Doctor Who's many fans that would not let their fictional hero die...

—]John Freeman is the former editor of Doctor Who Magazine,
currently writing the creator-owned science fiction adventure Crucible for Britain's
STRIP Magazine and editor at ROK Comics. Find him online: downthetubes.net
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