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Guief day with nothing much going on. Andrew fook fhe kids fo school,
which was a big help. What wasn f&mﬁaﬁgﬁe&mﬁe?mﬂﬂwﬁf
laundry again, so [ now have a very disfinctive purple blouse. My faulf in
a way, by now [ should know fo check first before [ lef him do anything
domesfic. Bui [ can'? be mad af 4, he's so sweet alf The fime, so easy
o gef on with. Life with him is such a pleasure- relief.

NIRRT ., =

RROCRU W0 Minor dilemmia while shopping- fhe ecologically friendly surface clearer,
A which, if’ I'm honest, ﬂﬁfﬁﬁ’;ﬁﬂﬁ’ﬁﬂf% all That well, or fhe evil Cand

cheap) reqular one fhat dissolves grease in seconds and probably furns

The soil info an instant biokazard when i ends up as landfill? W God.

{ am a bad person and [ am going 1o a bad place.

i — —_———— C——

Treafed myself fo a manicure (Toes only for obvious reasons).
[ was reading Guns + Ammo in The nail bar and it struck me
how many arficles were about” Imm weapons. Bereifa, Glock,
Sig-Saver, Heckler + Koch- if was Gmm fhis, Gmm fhai, There
wasn'? a single mention of .38 or .H5. What on earth’s fhe
point of having fiwice as many bullets if you have fo use fhree
fimes as many fo actually pul” someone down?
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Without knowing if; A earned himself a reprieve for fhe blouse by
faking fhe affermnoon off and picking The Kids up on his way home.
! was so happy when ke called, ['d been all sef fo do it myself but
now [ had fime for all sorfs of liffle Things. Sewed Alice’s cosfume
Bl 7or The parade, hunted down Mark's missing sneaker, finally gof
N\ a decent edae on fhat’ Ka-bar. Even cleaned The oven. Hear me roar.

Pefrosied lamb chops as a fhank you.
[ krow Andrew gefs on well with his B
boss, bul ke sTill kas o work extra
W fard fo gef fhe fime off- ['m lucky To

| fave someone who makes us such

| a priority.

=1

P My FAVORITE, W

ALICE,

B LUCKY MAN THAT |B STOP TRYING TO

HICE YOUR SPROUTS 1

UNDEE YOUE MASHED [

FPOTATCOES, YOU'EE STILL
SEQINE TO HAVE

TO EAT THEM...
:-i"i
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;}‘Vf{ L, IF YOU HAVE
TWO THREES.
TWO TIMES THREE BEANS AND
THREE. THEN THREE MORE BEANS,
: HOW MANY IS THAT
o 5, UM, .. ALTOSETHER?T OH, JEN,

I WAS GOING TO
MAYBE DPEIVE DOWN
TO THE SHOEE ON
SATURDAY...
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YOU KNOW, You But | showldn? be cymical.
OCEAN. CONG DUCKS If' he extent of the man's SHOULD
PASSING THROUGH AT deviouspess is earning L .
THIS TIME OF YEARE, > ,ér:!ﬂ-ﬁfﬁa ﬁ.-'?ff ;"‘II? - -..,;}-—" TAKING ALICE TO
‘ECCAL%E ;Q%E'FEE birdwatehing, [ should < PRACTICE?
i probably thank my b
lucky s1ars., -
UH=HUH. f;_‘ _ LEET%EE =
2, -
= - MARK. ( YyOU'RE THE
= BEST!
The reason for The
extra-helptul half day
was revealed lafer, ; >
COLPSE. =" : '
—:____-1 . s i N —
P2 BLS -7
N
L= T - |
| o ° k " |
"-.‘\_ i a » -
q‘ ']
! j
—
’q‘-'j l-lt-
— I SAW A S
- PEREGRINE
DOWN THERE THIS
; TIME LAST YEAR,
PROBABLY GOING > - -
=\ _ AFTER THE '
DUCKS.
. . e THOUGHT i 1 =TT
; I MIGHT, UM, g . A=
: TAKE MY CAMERA, : ’ f =
i SEE WHAT SHOWS @l
L UP... -
‘t iy 'EE:' A

Besides, who am [ fo falk? N
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I HAVE THERE IS AVIEREEL

THE COOLEST NOBCKLYY ELSE B I was a nice end fo a nice day.
WIFE IN THE LIKE YOU, & One of fhose goofy [1ie i
fhat don't mean anything i you
dont have kids, bui mean The
world if you do.

> [fwas only lafer, when [ was
~ A grinding up the valium Gunior
| for Alice and Mark!) fo pui’
in Their hot chocolate, fhat
The one black cloud rose
up above fhe horizon again.
< | Weird how they slide in,
A\ Tought's like that.
-,

Earlier on, [ fook fhe Hyundai fo fhe shop fo get The brakes checked,
as well as a couple of ofher liffle Things. [ could have done if all |
miyselfs but how would Tha have looked- me outside in overalls,
covered in oil and dir?;, with fhe whole neighborhood walthing and
wondering how Mrs. Mom knows sfuff ke this?
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%0 [ fook it fo The place on Eighth,

which ['ve ‘i"ef‘m;f #::: fﬂm} FME# =

recommend To Andrew. Regreffed | i

it he instfant [ got out of The car. gﬁiﬁ f‘iﬂﬁ ?%;ﬁ ke

KATIE, YOU FISURE Y[
OUT A PRICE FOR MRS. gt}
FELLOWS, OKAY? _ /Al

FORGET PARTS, |
L AN LaBOR. )
j— AN...
L riHT.




HRTL'IE'E _.-I-- - = -...._r.:.
J CALLS... _.__-'_'..-'. =
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a v e MY N~ W a
By . One miinute Thirfy seconds of "don'f say QEJ '
N W /171119, don'? say anything...” o

¥ YOU... DON'T HAVE
TO PUT UP WITH HIM
TOUCHING YOU LIKE W
8 THAT, YOU KNOW. |J
. IT'S IMPROPER.

KENOW HE'S ‘:‘C}UE
BOSS, BUT THAT
DOESN'T GIVE HIM
THE RIGHT TO--

IT REALLY

ISN'T ANY OF YOURK




JUsT ' ; |
FINISHINGES LI -

e i oy -.i'.rD UFE.E
I|I ABSOLUTELY :1
: RIGHT.

OIAY, SWEETHEAET, YOU
COME BACK IN A COUPLE DAYsS.,
MAKE IT FREIDAY. WE'LL HAVE IT
ALL DONE FOR YOU THEN, - X
ALL RIGHT? - |

St
M

e

. n_l |

B . [ fhougni abous fhe
7 IVE way home. Eventuall; [ made
'BeciDED one of ny mental notes.
= TEJT::E My SRR S
eLsewHere. [l Which is not a Thing
[ ever do figntly.
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Thinking back on it now, I'd give
myself about a G or 10 out of 10 for
marksmanshig, a 7 for factical
AL T T EW" bt v 3 fll' e
WHProvisaiion, #ul only' a 2 or & for
preparafion. More fine spent on
reconnaissance would have made all
fhe difference.

S0 on The whole ot bad,
but nof thatf greaf eifher.

(Sl guite proud of my fliffle consiruction project; esp.
fhe camo Job [ did on it. Though [ have fo admif we
hadn'? been living There long encugh for A fo nofice
fhe basement had shrunk by about five feet’) e :

Snetind e - Anyvay, decided fo forget it and go
siraight :‘:*;J{f Not that There was any
danger of Them waking up and seeing
me, but figured [ should keep The

F

: A =t ; .
o sides of my life complefely separafe.




| I:\»_?‘?ﬁa d’:; ;5.5' ;f?frr_ day ::m'.:r"
The might be The night'

Prove fo e r:mf&'rrrafr'* as ,.ﬁ..r,-fm-. i -'E:*f‘*
the UV af the spot’ | found last week.
That was one bt off recon .f' ::r'.f.::l" get .-r'.umf -

?l':i ing ﬁ*z—. eoal uﬂ*
and pickin J' up fhe

| HF5, [ was siruk by

= o ﬁﬂaﬁﬁ .ur' ge- | had
fhis idea [ :;:rm'a’ sfand
sfill for a coupl “'f'
seconds, 1o &aﬂf of F
confemplate uwrh" wias
doing and make sure
! was ready for it
Which was Just slupid,

a | fecause f.l‘;'ﬂit.’ﬁ f

- .| #ad a single doubt

about any of fhis since
[ made my decision.

/ sfa,:}?e af' #*af
sfraightaway,
[ can T2ll you

- A}p’ﬂﬂg ua?‘iﬂm#
would have ‘*ﬁm g
[ was a raving
lpratic.
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B This was fhe fourth fime f’a:r'a’ them i m:r’ m —
| everviting went exaclly as if had before. Beeept fhis Boosted ""f GG
BN 7ime fhere were fivo frucks, nof just one, so [ figured ?FE;E: g % %ﬂmﬁ
BN Lusiness must be booming. R

[ waited 'fil everything was loaded and
they cante Together fo get Their money.
Same as lasi fime: Two auards waleh
while four drivers and fhe ofher fwo
guards go fo see The big man.

1 | EIE] PR | _—

What [ figured- what ['d refearsed-

was fos5 a grenade info the group, drop
the auards with a burst each, Then give
fhe injured The rest of fhe mag.
Reload fast and give Them another.

i n LuSrasmm semaan — o
;ﬂ ol What could be simpler |
AN Hhan that, right? [ =

. .
s




7 f i ] L L ‘ & ot
What [ hadn'T considered was That fwice

i p ¥ g A s
fhe cars meant fiice The money. Which

i : [l ¥ -
miight mean more securily fhan usual,

I o L i i,

[ had beffer luck

A o SR

f}.":i'.-':f { TESEFFED,

; T Loy ]
Lut [ = 7ill mad |
at myself for
missing That,




DOoNT
You FU:’.'E.W")
MOVEY _/

That's right, boys, [ fhought.

Give me That nice long
second [ need.

L LLLLLITTT,
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1| Thank ﬁm' he hit The
pistol, not my hand.

=]

L.-‘m.:?ff}i'f explaining getfiing
all my fingers crushed fo A.

No way was [ risking going
for fhe ofer one. [ wouldnt
have fhe space or Time 1o
gei il onfo fargei.
—r——

o
W

%o here [ was in the sifuafion 'd
S dreaded all along- hand To hand,
elose i, no way out but The hardest:
Learning unarwmed combat [ watched
e instruciors setf up problem affer //ﬁ
A problem, fhen explain and denonsivate &
N soldions, and [ just knew i d never
/ be 50 simple when The monent came

for real
e

Nof: with Three hundred pounds

of muscle out fo get me.
R Not with his
sfinking breaih

)~ and spifile mifting
me right in The
face.

__

———1]




The ofer is 1t ma‘i—. i

s0 th ?ﬁ‘.rm:h ke's in a

Two schools of ﬁr’ram;-'m" on THhis.
5'*:;; m 7o ;sfﬁsm see fhe knife, 50
7y gers scared and leaves you be.

.
W
-~

S YOU ARE

{F CKIN' DEAD, [ ,.
N = -

o H . YEAH, ‘:-==-5.H

Then he sees
wal you've ::I'E:‘m—.
He wonders how.

You use h
diasfraciion o
EOMIE I QGaIH.

His miinds stil

R 7
SAYIHG FUHCH.

5.:: e rmpraa .l""t
r--m:?;. ﬂ' s'gf'rn.?.r.,t .r..

AAH, YOU
FUCKIN'-

Lidn't see That’

working out foo well




yo A i -
Lois of Things you can do wil

7

iy . i
That.

& NWANooo-

'Er‘:;_ !*.r"'".l-' :.n'ﬁ' make a ;"'4,’.-"',1“&!‘..'?“‘.. o

out of it Not' s 0 [ gof as far as
:]'.n"‘ Wﬂ*:’.."l? -'?"rl‘ rf.n"fj 1""' i |‘.'-'|'.F"".,.'|||r "'l'.l'f-i"-"f.l"'u
or a -fr"fqu' .f*..:"* How micich Blood
L G ""1' T ..f'l'..-'-"l"'t- |".F"|I ﬁ'-l':l"' &




r | Y aer - F e e £ F .
The first siren sounded in The distance,

P : Y, o A o A g & Lk 1 o A T f .
and [ re [ was a full four minuies N W 7hat was wren [ gof

L

betind schedule. [T was fime for fhe DN - /ifYe surprise...
' 1} '| r

L8 X 2
3 e




o - f A‘E-.’?_
Y IT'S A GODDAMN B
MASSACRE--]

HEY--
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' : > 3 A : Fl = e r O Fl y L ope F i, ¥ Liee r
| On the way home [ found myself BBl [ jusi re-read that line. ['m making it sound
B rriaking a smiall detfour. Amd- % as if [ did it by accident; or as some sort of
r
| 2 — -

. £ e Fi T, - Egg ok h o A e = s
i — E Wﬁ""" iave a rr‘;‘f.n*ﬂfﬂﬂj?fﬁ?. But FE’.-.'I.-‘:frf [ knew ['d be {:-.F'E'_F-I’::-’mj? !
oft There The instant ke said "good qirl”.

..l-\.
ey

T N e

. '. LY i
=3y X [ counted just under fiwo dozen cans,

s0 [ didn? Think he'd be waking up.
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A
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o I N i _‘J_
SHOFED PG
THPOUGH THe

f il I
whole Thing.

‘I

o
s, P

AN r,mw-tyﬂ_ \ s 4 : s
Y SINGS B

: 1_\"|'-i i

AR b of

B el el @

B IS

Bl

i L Ry
And That, [ Thougnt,
was The end of my
first nignt out.




[ was very, very careful To check - _ Anoiher ?'E.:«’.r}f'f while [ was drying my hair= what" it means fo

myself for cufs or bruises. ), shower off bad men'’s blood and The sfink of cordife before
A finding some mark or ofter on . i geffing info bed with my husband. The very idea of commiitting

me doesn’t bear Thinking about. | That carnage, Then coming home To him and my kids.
But fonight [ was lucky. S [ - -

et 1o me.
Can't sfart fo dowbt: [ have fo
keep Things neat and Tidy and
complefely separafe, for as long
as if fakes fo gef This done.

r -—
‘ ) Besides, [ve sfarfed

S0 wow [ have 1o Finish.

OF course, if's FoMa
7o hapren sooner or
later, but ai leasi

forewarned is

forearmed. So much é‘l 1 LY. =
easier 1o come up o = Rl
wifh a clumsy-litfle-wite AL IS S,
excuse when | know 4 iy W=

F —

what it is he's
leoking af.
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IT REALLY
IS OUR oMLY
CHAMCE, BEFOKEE THE
YOU=KNOW=-WHOS COME




W Nice 7o do something sort of boring,
Just fo ﬁrfjg you doww of ¥ That
massive adrenmaline High.

S Or maybe it isnt. We might have a g
leak, and Then fherell be all sorfs
of work 1o be done. Maybe fher il
have fo rig ue The roof!

would be. Jusi wial [ needed,

) 0%, God, what'a nightmare frat |

It was af The end, when he gof
all excifed, That | saw something /

worrying up on fhe eeiling.
Somekow | jﬁﬁfﬁﬂ" Hofice f before.

‘H_._ was sleep.

o =]
Y —
been s exhansied

Al [ wanted To do

UH! UH!
UH! UH! UH!
UH! UH!

= e

W /7 upset me more Than [ expected,
But it's a new house, affer all and
we've only been kere a couple of years.

: T
o Thats far

foo soon for |

mold 1o sfarl, B9
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Garth Ennis Lightens up for Jemmifer
Bloed — By Robert Greemberger

After crisscrossing the fields of battle and examining the underbelly of heroism, Garth
Ennis has decided he was due for some fun. Of course, Garth’s idea of fun involves
guns, violence, and beautiful women. Coming in February is Jennifer Blood, a new
miniseries that takes a fresh look at vigilantism.

“I wanted to have a bit of a laugh again. It’s been a while.” Ennis admits during a
conversation. “Everything I’ve been doing recently has been getting darker and
darker. Crossed and Battlefields speak for themselves; The Boys slides further into the
shadows all the time - most notably with next summer’s Butclier mini; even
Wormwood gets bleaker and bleaker, and that was meant to be a comedy. So stepping
back and having a laugh, maybe in the vein of Hitman and so on, suddenly seemed
quite attractive.”

Jenny is a Brooklyn housewife with a husband and children, but she finds herself
putting the kids to bed, donning a costume of sorts and walks the streets to hand out
the kind of justice cops cannot. But what could cause a woman to enter a dangerous,
deadly lifestyle antithetical to her normal life?

“What would prompt anyone? The desire for revenge,” Ennis explains. “Sheer anger
that evil men arrogantly expect to escape retribution for their crimes. The
overwhelming conviction that the target cannot be allowed to continue breathing.”



In a fresh twist, the series will be told in the form of diary entries. Finding the voice
of a suburban woman with a family is very different from the characters Ennis has
made his reputation on. He agrees this was a bit of a stretch. *And not so much,
because 1 know a few [housewives]. Watching your friends become parents is always
interesting: yvou see them solve problems and reward good behavior in ways that can
quite surprise you, given that yvou’'ve known them since your early twenties. That
gives me all sorts of matenal to draw on.”

Ennis was born in the United Kingdom but relocated to the United States years ago
and has given him a bit of an outsiders’ view on the American Way. “My wife and |
occasionally visit some friends of ours upstate, in a pleasantly affluent part of
Westchester. When we meet their friends from the neighborhood. I'm always struck at
how oddly and yet naturally people seem to segregate themselves- the men stand here
and talk about this, the women stand there and talk about that. Occasionally someone
snarls at a kid. There are clearer divisions and groups than I was used to in the UK.
Our own friends, the couple we’re visiting, are actually Brits as well, so I get to see
the slight contrast between them and the locals,” Ennis said. “All of which made for
quite a good scene in Jennifer Blood, although as usual I had to ruin everything with
the carnage and the nudity.”

One insight is that women in a family tend to be stressed because there’s never
enough time between housechold chores and the kids® own obligations, not to mention
trying to maintain a relationship with a spouse. Now imagine finding the time to go
out and deliver street justice to vermin. “Well, a woman’s work is never done,” Ennis
admits. “Jen reckons she only has to last one week- one massive effort and then she
can go back to her family, job done. We’ll see how that works out for her as the story
progresses.”

It’s bound to be a bloody week so one wonders how a housewife washes 1t out of her
work clothes. “l imagine you have to get to it before it dries and hardens. But feel free
to perform an experiment or two,” Ennis, who clearly has not had this problem,

suggested.

“I haven’t discovered too many lines she won’t cross yet. She’s decided that these
guys have to go, and when you see what they’ve been up to | imagine you’ll agree. As
far as she’s concerned they’re the ones who crossed the line, and now anything goes.”

Sure, many people can find the time for a special project and then get back to normal,
but given that her exploits will be public events, there comes the danger that both
private and public lives might clash. When asked, Ennis chuckles and replies, “Read
on. You’ve got to wonder how long she can keep going, although she is rather good at
compartmentalizing.”

Since he wanted to have some fun, he confirms that the heavy moral and ethical
issues that imbue his work with dramatic depth will also be taking a holiday. Instead,
Jenny will be patrolling the streets on her own. Her secret will remain hers to keep.
Well, not necessarily for the entire series. He teases, “A couple may find out, far too
late to do them any good.”



Of course, someone committing vigilante acts can’t do it in a vacuum. Sooner or
later, the police and/or the media will figure out there's someone at work. But Jenny
has a head start, according to Ennis. “They’re a long, long way in her rear-view. As
far as the cops are concerned, the unofficial Punisher rules apply: someone’s killing
bad guys? Oh dear. How sad.”

Coming along for the ride is artist Adriano Batista, a Dynamite veteran who has
previously drawn women to reckon with including Jungle Girl and Red Sonja. The
covers are from painter Tim Bradstreet, who has previously worked with Ennis and
provided designs for Jenny. “And he did a sterling job indeed, really nailed what I
was going for.”

Jennifer Blood is something like a palette cleanser for Ennis. After a lengthy career
exploring various genres in graphic storytelling, he admits that there’s more to write
about. “I'd certainly like to do more war stories,” he adds. “And a bit more kitchen
sink drama, like Hellblazer without the hocus-pocus or Punisher without the guns.”

Since his break-in during the late 1980s, Ennis has watched the comics field

change dramatically. When he arrived, imprints like DC Entertainment’s Vertigo
were just coming into their own. Now with Disney owning Marvel Comics and new
management at DC, Ennis sees the pendulum swinging once more. “From what I can
tell, we're moving away from notions like creators’ rights and diversity - which
people have been taking for granted for the best part of twenty vears - and back
towards work for hire and superheroes. The decline of Vertigo and demise of
WildStorm at DC 1s a case 1n point; you can easily imagine execs at Warner going,
‘Did you say creator-owned? Is that why we can’t just automatically get these things
into production? And who authorized this, exactly...?’

“Most new talent now seems to get automatically stuck on superhero books. And said
talent seems happy enough to be there.”

Another dramatic change was 2010°s arrival of the iPad which seemed to be the game
changer people awaited for digital comics to come into their own. Ennis happily calls
himself a luddite when it comes to the technological end of comics and isn’t sure how
that will change matters. Instead, he happily sits at home writing his stories. Once
Jennifer Blood concludes, he will be returning his attention to his other Dynamite
SCrics.

“The Boys still has a way to go - the monthly finishes at #72, which 1s nearly two
years away, and there’s the Butcher mini too. But coming up there’s a new Crossed
monthly that ["'ve written the first three-parter for; hopefully there’ll be more
Battlefields; and there’s a war series in similar format to Battlefields coming from
Avatar. And there’s one more Wormwood series to go, t00.”

But first, there’s Jennifer Blood, a series the likes of which he has not written in far
too long.




