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The Slayer population of the world has gone from two to
nearly two thousand. Almost five hundred are working
with Buffy’s European-based organization in squads—
or “terrorist cells,” according to various military forces.
Enter Faith, the pioneer of Slayer-related dirty work,
whose talents as a fierce fighter continue to garner the

attention of her former Sunnydale compatriots.
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D ear Scott,

[ loved Buffy #3! I adore the whole project of
Season Eight, but I was particularly impressed by this
latest issue.

The voices of Buffy, Xander, and Willow are pitch-
perfect. I was almost continually surprised by the
narrative twists, and when I wasn’t surprised by the
narrative twists I was surprised by the dialogue or art
thataccompanied them (e.g., | expected some Dawn-
stomping action, but not the delightful fe-fi-fo-ahem-
fum joke). I know that a lot of people have been
muttering, “What's a thricewise? What’s a thricewise?”
but personally I think the name is so evocative that I
like not having an explanation anytime soon. Most of
the demons in the Buffy/Angel universe have kind of
jabberwocky names, which was fine, but I like a
suggestive name that I can actually think about.

The art was great. | liked the visual-verbal pun of
“along those lines.” I'm not sure whether I like the
dream-cube page or Buffy’s salacious dream better.
Hmm. Tough call. What I like about the Buffy/Angel/
Spike image is that it kind of sums up how I feel (and
I don’t mean this in a dirty way, um, necessarily) about
having Angel and Spike in the world of Buffy. | mean,
why choose? Can’t we have it all? | know some people
split into Angel and Spike camps as if they were
wearing Team |ennifer or Team Angelina shirts, but
I love both the characters and am so glad they’ll
both take part in the Season Eight action.

—Marie

I really enjoyed the first two issues of Buffy Season
Eight. It’s so great to have [oss Whedon writing
Buffy and a canon continuation of his world. Georges
Jeanty’s art is marvelous and I can imagine the actors
saying much of the dialogue. Also, I love Jo Chen’s
covers. They have a movie-poster quality to them.
As someone who didn’t care for Seasons Six and Seven
of the show (although every season had stuff I liked),
I'm glad the feel of the comic book seems to be
more along the lines of Seasons Two through Five, which
had, in my opinion, the best balance of light and dark.

I read in Wizard that Joss said he wasn’t completely
happy with how Adam and that storyline turned out
onthe show. This would be the perfect place for him to
trytorectify that since Adam wasn’t actually destroyed.
Buffy ripped out his power core. The government could
still very easily have his body and put in a new core.

I’m also glad to see that Season Eight is going to
focus on the core cast of characters.

Why did Dark Horse give up the rights to Angel? Buffy
the Vampire Slayer and Angel are part of the same universe.
Shouldn’t they be at one company? It’s a little weird and
feels like the WB/UPN split all over again, which did

frustrate many fans although [oss found ways around

that. Although, it sounds like [oss won’t be restricted

by Dark Horse or IDW like he was with the networks.
Looking forward to more of Season Eight.

—Peter
Baltimore, MD

Eiving up Angel was a mistake, and they should be
together. I’ve apologized to [oss, and | want to apologize
to all the fans, too.

H ey Scott,

Issue #3 was amazing. The best issue yet. Each
issue seems to be getting better and better, so I
guess that’s a sign of the potential longevity of the
series. And I speak for all Buffy fans when I say that is
an awesome thing.

The main thing from this issue that’s stuck in my
mind is, “Who kissed Buffy?” It seemed that Xander
and Willow were both ready to plant his or her lips on
Buffy’s. But, Joss being the genius he is, will inevitably
go left when we expect him to go right, so the possi-
bilities are great.

Talk to you next issue.

—Bob Erickson

Harrison Township, Michigan

It seems like a lot of readers missed this point, but the
person who kissed Buffy was revealed. I suggest going back

and taking a closer look.

ear Scott,

While I liked issue #3, | was very disappointed
that there was no dialogue with Spike. I figured it might
just be a talk in a dream or a kiss and run, but we didn’t
even get that. Considering Spike is alive, I feel the
two need to talk if for nothing else but real closure. Of
course, long-term Spike and Buffy interaction would
be even better. | hope [oss gets to that soon.

—Ken Wills
Birmingham, AL

H ey Scott,

I know that love is a strong word, but I love this
comic book. In fact, I think it’s safe to say, that even in
this day and age of quite a few excellent comic books of
various style and genre out there on the racks, that this
is my favorite book going. And that Brian K. Vaughan




steps in after Joss is just perfect (a nice trade-off with
Joss over on Runaways). What can possibly be better
than eye-patched Xander with his “It’s all done with
mirrors” quip? Or Buffy striking an action-hero pose
with “No. Panic.”

I was actually a bit scared for the outcome of Willow
from the torture chamber. We all know how much Joss
likes to kill characters that we hold near and dear. Poor
1il’ Loo in the Fray miniseries. Poor lil’ Wash in Serenity.

The only thing it’s missing (like on the last page of
issue #4 following Buffy’s dialog) is a panel that says
Executive Producer Joss Whedon, much like when the
credits would roll at the end of an episode.

—Josh Stafford
Ottawa, Ontario

H i Scott,

Dark Horse may get a lot of letters complaining
about Shawler’s comments about Spike, but I thank you
for printing all different fan reactions to the comics.
There’s a lot of things that person said that I don’t
agree with, ially how Shawler maligned Buffy,
but I can see some valid points under all that . . . well

hate, about the last two seasons of the show. Many
fans were disappointed with how Buffy was portrayed,
how her involvement with Spike hurt her character,
how the Scooby relationship became rocky toward
the end, and how Willow’s magic addiction played out.
The great thing is, Joss has brought back Buffy and

Scoobi

her izationand it doesn’t

with great ch
look like the consequences of their actions are being
white-washed away. The first arc was everything we as
fans needed. A reintroduction to who they are and
how they changed, the closeness of the gang, the
drama of family and outside forces, and an intro of
what looks like the big bad, The Twilight group. I
can’t wait to see how Buffy vs. Humanity plays out. Bring
iton, Jossand company.

Oh and that last panel in issue #4 . . . absolutely a
classic Buffy moment!

—Michelle

hank you Joss!!!!!!
When I first heard that Buffy was going to be
coming back in comics form, I couldn’t wait!!! It was
going to give me something to fill the void that Buffy
has left since it finished!
Well, how happy was I when I read the first issue?!
I have just now finished the first arc and can’t wait for
the next!! Buffy vs. the world!!! Mint!!!
Just one desperate plea: BRING BACK ANYA!!!!
She was one of the greatest characters in the show!!!
Thank you all for bringing Buffy back to my life I
needed it!!!!

—Gareth Reynolds
h hell no! I literally just screamed that out (and

woke my dogs) when I got to the last page of
Buffy #3. Never in a million years did | guess that

would be Warren who was in cahoots with Amy. This
comic in just three issues has brought me back to the
joy, wonder, excitement, and shock that I would get
week after week for seven years while watching Buffy.
I am truly at a loss for words right now! I am still
shocked by that ending. Why can’t you follow DC’s
52 and make this weekly? Please?

—David Roberts
Chicago, IL

weekly comic? Man, just be glad we're not on the Fray
schedule. Remember that?

As I write this, we're all getting back from Dragon Con in
Atlanta, where I got to hang out with Georges and with a whole
bunch of great Buffy fans. And two young ladies with Fray-colored
hair—Skitty from Midtown Comics in Manhattan (www.mid-
towncomics.com), who helped to run the Buffy panels, and was
in on every panel I was on, and Kathleen, ofwhom I did not see as
much, but who had a Fray shirt to go with the blue-and-purple
hair. Spent a lot of good time with Georges, and received the
Buffy #16 script from Joss. That’s right, boys, working ahead.

Next month, Brian concludes his run, bringing great pain to
little old Faith. And for the following two months, you get back-to-
back issues of [oss, writing his own characters once again. So the
next three issues bring some massive revelations and changes for
the characters, and the introduction of some new ones. The next
three months are gonna be crucial for the development of Season
Eight. And after that—Drew Goddard.

Thanks, gang—see you next month—

St Alie

NEXT ISSUE:
Buffy: No Future for You #9 on sale December 5, 2007
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